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Organometallic Onomastics. 2. Richard F. Heck: the quiet American and his revolutionary 
reaction – The late 1970s witnessed a tremendous revolution in the way complex organic structures were assembled 
due to the emergence of a series of new catalytic C–C coupling technologies. On the background of these technologies 
rests the Heck reaction, discovered by Richard F. Heck, published in its original form in 1967 and later perfected to 
its actual shape in 1974. Making this discovery as a researcher at an explosives factory, Hercules Powder Company, 
Heck had a crucial role in the development of organometallic homogenous catalysis and its use in organic synthesis. 
His aloof and modest attitude kept him out of the academic limelight while watching the astonishing repercussion of 

and clear conscience of having contributed his share to the History of Chemistry.
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