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Max Ferdinand Perutz – Lord Hemoglobin – The “How can I solve the secret of life?", asks Maximilian 
(Max) Ferdinand Perutz, a PhD student at the Cavendish Laboratory, born in Vienna. He thinks, and chooses 
hemoglobin as the object of study. He performed one of the greatest contributions to science in the twentieth century.

He devoted more than twenty years to the discovery of the three-dimensional structure of the hemoglobin molecule. 
Then, to the exploration of border areas: biomechanical, biophysical and biochemical functions; and to the hemoglobin 
anomalies, which allowed medical and pharmacological success. He was awarded the Nobel Prize in Chemistry 
(1962), which he shared with John Kendrew.

prisoner. He never became discouraged. Gisela Peiser and their children offered him always hegemony and emotional 
security.

Max Perutz was an educated man. He liked literature, classical music and art. He liked to climb mountains and 
uncover secrets of glaciers. His word captivated audiences. He was jealous of "his" hemoglobin. He was founder and 
chairman of the MRC Laboratory of Molecular Biology in Cambridge, where he introduced the enabling environment 
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6. Hemoglobina – a revelação
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Figura 6 hatbox
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In science, truth always wins”.
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